
Excluded Plants of Delaware 

April 2024 

The following list of vascular plants have been reported as occurring in Delaware but are excluded 
from the flora of the state.  Many of these reports are based on misidentifications, misapplication 
of names, or specimens could not be found to verify their existence in Delaware.  This list will 
surely be revised in the future, as species are added or removed after reports have been verified 
with correctly identified specimens. 
 

Scientific Name Notes 

Acer campestre Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Aegilops ventricosa Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Aesculus hippocastanum Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Aesculus octandra Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Agalinis fasciculata Specimens determined as, Agalinis purpurea 

Agalinis virgata Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Agropyron cristatum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Alisma triviale Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Alnus glutinosa Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Amaranthus cruentus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Amelanchier spicata Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Ampelopsis arborea Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Andropodgon hirsutior Specimens determined as, Andropogon glomeratus 

Anemone nemorosa Specimens determined as, Anemone quinquefolia 

Antennaria howellii subsp. petaloidea Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Arabis shortii Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Artemisia verlotiorum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Asclepias incarnata subsp. incarnata Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Astragalus canadensis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Bellis perennis Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 



Scientific Name Notes 

Betula alleghaniensis Specimens determined as, Betula nigra 

Betula papyrifera Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Blitum bonus-henricus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Bromus ciliatus Specimens determined as, Bromus ciliatus 

Carex aestivaliformis Specimens determined as a hybrid, with putative parents 
being Carex gracillima and C. virescens 

Carex aestivalis Specimens determined as, Carex gracillima 

Carex allegheniensis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Carex digitalis var. macropoda Specimens determined as, Carex digitalis var. digitalis 

Carex echinata Specimens determined as, Carex atlantica 

Carex haydenii Specimens determined as, Carex stricta 

Carex hitchcockiana Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Carex hyalinolepis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Carex hystericina Specimens determined as, Carex lurida 

Carex interior Specimens determined as, Carex atlantica 

Carex meadii Specimens determined as, Carex tetanica var. canbyi 

Carex platyphylla Specimens determined as, Carex laxiculmis 

Carex polymorpha Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Carex projecta Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Carex rostrata Species incorrectly applied to Carex utriculata 

Carex schweinitzii Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Carex scirpoidea Specimens determined as, Carex scoparia 

Carex tenera Specimens determined as, Carex normalis 

Carex tetanica Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Carya laciniosa Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Celtis pumila Specimens determined as, Celtis occidentalis 

Cerastium tomentosum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Chenopodium album var. missouriense Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 



Scientific Name Notes 

Chenopodium berlandieri var. 
macrocalycium 

Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Chenopodium bushianum Specimens determined as, Chenopodium album 

Chenopodium leptophyllum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Chenopodium pratericola Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Chenopodium simplex Due to taxonomic confusion, this species was incorrectly 
attributed to Delaware 

Citrullus lanatus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Cocculus carolinus Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Commelina diffusa Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Commelina erecta var. erecta Specimens determined as, Commelina erecta var. 
angustifolia 

Coreopsis tripteris Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Cornus canadensis Specimen labeled as Cornus candidissima Mill. = C. 
floridana 

Corydalis halei Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Corydalis sempervirens Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Crataegus palmeri Specimens determined as, Crataegus crus-galli 

Crataegus reverchonii var. palmeri Specimens determined as, Crataegus crus-galli 

Croton lindheimeri Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Cuscuta obtusiflora Species is out of range for Delaware and is likely 
misidentified 

Cyperus croceus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Cyperus serotinus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Cyperus brevifolius Specimens determined as, Kyllinga gracillima 

Cystopteris bulbifera Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Daucus carota subsp. sativus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Decumaria barbara Specimens determined as, Viburnum nudum 

Dendrolycopodium dendroideum Specimens determined as, Dendrolycopodium hickeyi 

Dichanthelium aculeatum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 



Scientific Name Notes 

Dichanthelium caerulescens Specimens determined as, Dichanthelium spretum and D. 
roanokense 

Dichanthelium longiligulatum Specimens determined as, Dichanthelium spretum 

Dichanthelium tenue Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Dionaea muscipula Introduced to a site in Sussex Co. in the 1930's, that is 
now extirpated 

Doellingeria sericocarpoides Specimens determined as, Doellingeria sericocarpoides 

Dracocephalium parviflorum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Eleocharis fallax Specimens determined as, Eleocharis ambigens 

Eleocharis intermedia Specimens determined as, Eleocharis halophila 

Eleocharis mutata Specimens determined as, Eleocharis quadrangulata 

Elymus canadensis var. canadensis Specimens determined as, Elymus riparius 

Epilobium strictum Specimens determined as, Epilobium coloratum 

Erianthus alopecuroides Specimens determined as, Saccharum giganteum 

Erianthus brevibarbis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Euonymus obovatus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Eupatorium album var. vaseyi Specimens determined as, Eupatorium album 

Eupatorium glaucescens Specimens determined as, Eupatorium hyssopifolium 

Eupatorium semiserratum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Eurybia surculosa Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Eurybia macrophylla Specimens determined as, Heterotheca subaxillaris 

Eurybia macrophylla Specimens determined as, Heterotheca subaxillaris 

Euthamia gymnospermoides Specimens determined as, Euthamia weakleyi 

Eutrochium maculatum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Fallopia sachalinensis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Festuca bromoides Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Ficaria verna subsp. calthifolia Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Fimbristylis puberula Specimens determined as, Fimbristylis caroliniana 



Scientific Name Notes 

Fragaria ×ananassa var. ananassa Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Fragaria americana Specimens determined as, Fragaria vesca 

Fraxinus excelsior Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Galactia volubilis Specimens determined as, Galactia regularis 

Galium concinnum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Galium trifidum Specimens determined as, Galium tinctorium 

Gentiana puberulenta Specimens determined as, Gentiana saponaria 

Gratiola ramosa  Specimens determined as, Gratiola brevifolia 

Grindelia squarrosa Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Helianthus hirsutus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Hepatica acutiloba Originally planted to a natural area, but now no longer 
extant 

Hepatica triloba Specimens determined as, Anemone americana 

Hibiscus coccineus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Hibiscus laevis Specimens detemined as, Hibiscus moscheutos 

Hieracium lachenalii Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Hierochloe hirta Specimens determined as, Hierochloe odorata 

Holcus mollis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Hordeum vulgare Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Hydrophyllum canadense Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Hypericum dissimulatum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Ilex coriacea Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Isoetes tuckermanii Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Ixeris stolonifera Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Juncus caesariensis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Juncus dudleyi Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 



Scientific Name Notes 

Juncus nodosus Specimens determined as, Juncus scirpoides 

Juncus ranarius Specimens determined as, Juncus bufonius 

Lechea tenuifolia Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Lepidium apetalum Specimens determined to be, Lepidium virginicum 

Ludwigia hexapetala Specimens determined as, Ludwigia grandiflora 

Lycopodiella inundata Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Mahonia repens Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Malva parviflora Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Mazus miquelii Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Medicago arabica There is reasonable doubt that this specimen was 
collected from Delaware 

Monarda didyma Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Monarda fistulosa var. mollis Specimens determined as, Monarda fistulosa var. 
fistulosa 

Morella pumila Specimens determined as, Morella cerifera 

Muhlenbergia mexicana Specimens determined as, Muhlenbergia frondosa 

Nothoscordum bivalve Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Nymphaea odorata subsp. tuberosa Specimens determined as, Nymphaea odorata subsp. 
odorata 

Oenothera nutans Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Oxalis acetosella Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Oxybasis urbica Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Pachysandra procumbens Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Packera obovata Specimens determined as, Packera aurea 

Paspalum setaceum var. psammophilum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Persicaria amphibia subsp. laevimarginata Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Persicaria robustior Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Persicaria setacea Specimens determined as, Persicaria hydropiperoides 



Scientific Name Notes 

Petasites hybridus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Petunia ×atkinsiana Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Pilosella piloselloides Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Pinus palustris Planted in public parks, but not spreading to natural 
areas 

Plantago uliginosa Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Platanthera chapmanii Taxonomic confusion in the literature incorrectly 
attributed this taxon to Delaware 

Platanthera integra Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Poa pratensis subsp. angustifolia Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Polygala curtissii Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Polygala senega var. senega Specimens determined as, Polygala senega var. latifolia 

Polygala verticillata var. verticillata Specimens determined as, Polygala verticillata var. 
isoclada 

Polypodium appalachianum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Populus ×jackii Specimens determined as, Populus grandidentata 

Potamogeton bicupulatus Specimens determined as, Potamogeton diversifolius 

Potamogeton pusillus Specimens determined as, Potamogeton berchtoldii 
subsp. berchtoldii 

Potamogeton spirillus Specimens determined as, Potamogeton diversifolius 

Proboscidea louisiana subsp. louisiana Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Prunus domestica A single specimen from a planted, city street tree 

Prunus padus Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Prunus pensylvanica Specimens determined as, Prunus maritima 

Prunus susquehanae Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Prunus virginiana Specimens determined as, Prunus serotina 

Pycnanthemum flexuosum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Pycnanthemum pycnanthemoides Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Ranunculus fascicularis Specimens determined as, Ranunculus bulbosus and R. 
hispidus 



Scientific Name Notes 

Reseda luteola Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Reynoutria sachalinensis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Rhododendron canescens Specimens determined as, Rhododendron 
periclymenoides 

Rhynchospora globularis Specimens determined as, Rhynchospora cymosa 

Rhynchospora harperi Specimens determined as, Rhynchospora mesoatlantica 

Rhynchospora plumosa Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Rorippa sinuata There is reasonable doubt that this specimen was 
collected from Delaware 

Rubus canadensis Specimens determined as, Rubus flagellaris 

Rubus grimesii Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Rubus procerus Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Rubus setosus Specimens determined as, Rubus hispidus 

Rubus strigosus Specimens determined as, Rubus occidentalis 

Rudbeckia hirta var. hirta Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Ruellia strepens Specimens determined as, Ruellia caroliniensis 

Rumex floridanus Specimens determined as, Rumex verticillatus 

Sagittaria filiformis The only known specimen is fragmentary and its 
detemination uncertain 

Sagittaria teres Specimens determined as, Sagittaria graminea 

Salix ×sepulcralis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Salix amygdaloides Specimens determined as, Salix nigra 

Salix bebbiana Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Salix caroliniana Specimens determined as, Salix nigra 

Salix cordata Specimens determined as, Salix eriocephala 

Sarracenia purpurea subsp. venosa Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Schoenoplectus californicus Specimens determined as, Schoenoplectus 
tabernaemontani 

Scleria nitida Specimens determined as, Scleria triglomerata 

Silene conoidea Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 



Scientific Name Notes 

Silene dichotoma Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Silene dioica Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Sisyrinchium  montanum Specimens determined as, Sisyrinchium mucronatum 

Smilax smallii Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Solidago aestivalis Specimens determined as, Solidago latissimifolia and S. 
rugosa var. rugosa 

Solidago pulverulenta Specimens determined as, Solidago puberula 

Solidago rigida Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Solidago speciosa Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Sparganium androcladum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Spiraea vanhouttei Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Spiranthes odorata Specimens determined as, Spiranthes cernua 

Sporobolus neglectus Specimens determined as, Sporobolus vaginiflorus 

Stellaria pubera Specimens determined as, Stellaria corei 

Symphyotrichum depauperatum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Symphyotrichum urophyllum Specimens determined as, Symphyotrichum cordifolium 

Symphyotrichum praealtum Specimens determined as, Symphyotrichum novi-belgii 

Symphyotrichum praealtum Specimens determined as, Symphyotrichum novi-belgii 

Syringa vulgaris Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Tamarix gallica Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Tamarix parviflora Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Taxodium ascendens Known only from an intentional planting that is not 
reproducing and may no longer be extant 

Taxus cuspidata Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Thaspium trifoliatum Specimens determined as, Zizia aurea 

Tiarella cordifolia Specimens determined as, Mitella diphylla 

Tiarella stolonifera Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Tradescantia ohiensis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Trifolium carolinianum Specimen determined as, Trifolium dubium 



Scientific Name Notes 

Triglochin maritimum Specimens determined as, Triglochin striata 

Trillium erectum var. album Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Trillium flexipes Specimens determined as, Trillium cernuum 

Trillium undulatum Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Trollius laxus Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Uniola paniculata Intentionally planted in Delaware to a natural area, but 
plantings no longer exist 

Urtica gracilis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Utrica dioica subsp. gracilis Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Utricularia intermedia Specimens determined as, Utricularia minor 

Veronica filiformis Specimens are from cultivated, planted material 

Veronica scutellata There is reasonable doubt that this specimen was 
collected from Delaware 

Vicia americana There is reasonable doubt that this specimen was 
collected from Delaware 

Viola pectinata Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Viola pectinata Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Viola rostrata There is reasonable doubt that this specimen was 
collected from Delaware 

Viola selkirkii Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Viola triloba Specimens determined as, Viola stoneana or V. palmata 

Vitis vinifera Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Wisteria ×formosa Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Wisteria floribunda Specimens determined as, Wisteria sinensis 

Xyris caroliniana Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Youngia japonica Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

Zizania palustris Incorrectly attributed to Delaware, no voucher 
specimens found 

 


