
“The Economic Engine of the Delaware Valley”



What do these enterprises have in common?

Boeing
Sunoco
Campbell’s Soup
DuPont
Wawa
Astra Zeneca

Starbucks
Iron Hill Brewery
Philadelphia Eagles
Salem Nuclear 
Power Plant
United States Navy

They all depend on the Delaware Estuary!





Dissolved Oxygen
Delaware River at Ben Franklin Bridge, Philadelphia
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1961:  JFK signs DRBC Compact
1996:  Congress adds Del. Estuary to National Estuary Program
2011:  Delaware River revival underway



6,000 square miles, 6.7 
million people
In Delaware, 50% of 
land area, 72% of 
people
In New Jersey, 26% of 
land area, 19% of 
people
In Pennsylvania, 7% of 
land area, 35% of 
people



Navigation & Port 
Activity – over $2.6 
billion
Agriculture – over 
$2.5 billion
Water Supply – over 
$1.8 billion
Fish & Wildlife –
over $845 million



Increased Property 
Value ‐ $256 million
Water/Wastewater 
Treatment Value –
over $1.5 billion
Value of Parks –
over $1 billion





Annual Economic Value
Delaware Estuary Watershed
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Wetlands ‐ $4.3 
billion
Farms ‐ $3.6 billion
Forests – $2.3 billion

$12.1 Billion of Ecosystem Good & 
Services (per year)



Marine & Water‐related 
Construction
Fishing & Aquaculture
Ship/Boat Building
Tourism/Recreation
Marine Transportation  
Hunting/Fishing/Wildlife 
Recreation‐related 
Farming
Water/Wastewater Utility
Ports
Watershed 
Protection/Management

>500,000 jobs ($10 billion in wages)



The Delaware Estuary watershed in Del., NJ, 
and Pa. provides:

1.  Over $10 billion in annual economic value from 
recreation, water quality, water supply, 
ecotourism, forest, agriculture, open space, and 
port benefits.

2. Ecosystem goods and services worth $12 billion per 
year, net present value (NPV) = $392 billion.

3. Over 500,000 jobs with $10 billion in wages


