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“The Duke of York wanted a circle of 20 or 30 miles drawn around New Castle.”
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HOW THE FIRST STATE GOT
ITS UNUSUAL BOUNDARIES
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first defined in a March 22, 1642,
mntﬁlﬁ brother James, duke
ed land within 12 miles of New Cas-

tle, "extending south to Cape Lopen.”
‘Baslc maps make the stite’s boundarkes Jook sim-
ple. A plain east-west line on the bottom, a nice
antheleft, the famous are at the top

defining the right.
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1525 miles soisth of Cage Hen-
mmﬂmhﬁhm the are lsn't per-
ﬂmﬁqmalwmmm
stateless. The the right some-
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parts, accarding to Sandy Schenck of

the Delaware Geological Survey, which
since 1971 has coordinated work on the

An important circle, plus some lines
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channal's midpeint, south of the circle
ta near Cape Henlopen.

¥ Transpeninsular Line, running west
fram Fenwick to Middie Point.

1 Tangent Line, running roughly north
from Middie Point to the Tangent
Stone.

§ Arc Line, a tiny bulge in the narthern
end of tha Tangent Line, created by the
12-Mile Circle.

1 Morth Line, 8 due narth line forming
the western boundary of the Wedge,
with the Top of the Wedge Line forming
the top. The Wedge is a triangular area,
south of hmwylﬂil.miof“-ryhnd
and west of tha 12-Mile Circle.
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Pennsylvania? Who had
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