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BRANDYWINE DAM REMOVAL

Making strides
in conservation
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dams could make for healthier future
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“If we are successful - when we are
successful - in this removal of the
dams, it would have been 300 vears
since the fish have been able to swim
freely up into the Brandywine and into

their historical breeding grounds,” Lott

said.

The Brandywine Shad 2020 dam re
moval plan, spearheaded with research
by the University of Delaware, is one of
25 conservation projects in Delaware,
New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania
that have been awarded more than $4
million in federal funding. All are within
the Delaware River basin.

“Notonly is it good for fish ... it's good
for conservation in general, it's good for
the habitat, it's really good for the econ-
omy,” said Wendi Weber, northeast re-
gional director for the U.S. Fish & wild-
life Service at the grants announcement
on Friday. “It's good for the health of the
people in the watershed.”

Wilmington residents and visitors
may have noticed heavy equipment al-
ready working on the river banks near
Market Street in recent months., Dam
No. 1there will be the first to go, for rea-
sons more than just freeing the water-
way's historic roots, city officials said.

In 1914, the concrete dam now sur-
rounded by construction was built to
encase the city’s water mains. Today,
they provide fresh drinking water to
more than 100,000 customers every
day, officials said.

“They literally brought clean water
from one side of the river to the other
side of the river,” said Kelly Williams,

Wllmlngron s public works commis-
that is underway on the Brandywine

Nuur the time has come to upgrade River in Wilmington to restore the
and replace those mains, and the city is  waterway to its historic roots.
spending $2.7 million to do so and re-
move the dam, Williams said.
New water mains are being laid be- changed, Kauffman said.
low the bedrock under the creek. Once He and his colleagues now will use
they're online, the old mains that make $241,000 in federal funding to lay the
up the dam will be removed, she said. groundwork needed to remove the dams
Fish that migrate, such as the Amer- along 17.6 miles of the Brandywine Riv-
ican shad and river herring, which live er.
in saltwater but breed in upstream They will match that money with pri-
freshwater, will benefit from the dam’s  vate funds to study the feasibility of re-
removal. Hardened structures are like moving most of the remaining intact
mmm&mhmmm Brandywine dams left in Delaware. One
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Removal of the dam is part of the work

swim upstream, said Gerald Kauffman, dammrﬂagley wﬂlﬂhayu-
director of the Water Resources Center main intact "lhhm
at the University of Delaware, whﬂeDamNmeﬂloonunueopemﬂng

as a source of drinking water. That
means scientists will have to find anoth-
er wa;r to help ﬁsh get by those obsta-

“Now the river is getting healthier, so
much so that the fish are returning,”
said. “The obstacles that re-
ain 2 'ﬁeu D'!k and 18th oenmry
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Crews are relocating a water main under Brandywine Creek as they remove a dam that has been blocking fish passage for
200 years. PHOTOS BY JENNIFER CORBETT/THE NEWS JOURNAL
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series of Delaware dams is an effort to
remove human interference from the In-
dustrial Age and restore the ecology of
the river, Shanahan said.

ing through, around the time he was
planning the Battle of the Brandywine.
“Now we're finding the fish are swim-
ming up and spawning, after two centu-
ries,” he said. “It's about fish and it's “That abstract, pure aspect of bring-
about history, but it's also about water, ing the river back actually has a larger
too. If the quality of the water is good appeal than | anticipated,” hesmd “Just
enough for these sensitive fish, that's to bring it back to its natural state really
great news because that's the water we tugs at heartstrings.”
drink.” The Brandywine Shad 2020 projects
However, even after Dam No. 1is re- and 24 other projects will be partially
moved, the fish will still be blocked by funded by the Delaware River Basin
several others that dot the river from Conservation Act. It's a relatively new
Del and into P 1 . That grantand tech
includes Dam No. 2, near the hsndgates introduced by Delaware Sens. Tom

of the Brandywine Raceway, wtnch cre- Carpenndchﬂsc‘uons aswell as then-
ates the pooli John Carney.
dnnkhagwammpeoplellvhuginthe Beyondﬂ)eﬂmwdywme that $41

million in federal funding, matched by

North of the Delaware-Pennsylvania $7.5 million in private funds, will go to
state line, experts have located at least projects such as forest management on
three dams that will need to be studied 1,400 acres, 630 acres of restored wet-
for removal in a future project, Kauff- lands, 550 acres of restored floodplain
man said. and more than 1,800 acres of public ac-

Other complications are likelyto sty-  cess that is key to recreation, said Holly
mie the romantic story of reconnecting Bamford, chief conservation officer for
these native creatures to their centu- the National Fish and Wildlife Founda-
ries-old breeding grounds. Some of the  tion.
larger dams, like Brandywine Falls at Those projects include tidal marsh
Alapocas Run State Park, are beloved restoration at the John Heinz National
micﬁaannuthatsomsmidmtsw Wildlife Refuge near Phﬂadelphla,

s i s n:ﬁué&& tion in New Jersey and a plan to teduce
there’s no question, "Lott sald, noting microplastics in the watershed.

that an argument was made against re- “This protects the river, it provides

moving Dam No. 1. It had historical value  water qua].\ty water quantity and also
a pool of water that would prmem communixymdm.ej;m

in the winter to create an all-nat- omy,” Bamford said
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American shad caught at Brandywine River Dam No. 1 on March 7, 2019



