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Mission Statement
The goal of SWAP is to improve the water quality in the 
Snake River Watershed, which stretches from western 
Wyoming, southern Idaho, and eventually empties in 
Washington, by 50%. SWAP aims to ensure that the 
Snake River Watershed meets CWA standards by 2040 
and residents can use the water to drink, swim, 
fish, and enjoy various recreational activities.
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Background 
● Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Oregon, Washington

● 109,000 square miles (282,000 square meters) drainage basin

● Elevations: 10,000 feet (3,000 meters) to 300 feet (90 meters)

● Length: 1,040 miles (1,670 kilometers)

● Largest tributary of Columbia River

● Named after Shoshone (“Snake”) Indians by 1812

● History of many dams along river and its

tributaries competing with fishing industry



Policies
● New 3-year agreement on lower four dams

○ Made in 2018 between 3 federal agencies, Oregon & Washington 

officials and the Nez Perce Tribe based on NOAA studies

○ Keep dams, increase spill, protect salmon

● Snake River Compact 1949 - Idaho and Wyoming shares bordering area of 

Snake River 96% - 4% 

● Clean Water Act



Problem 1: Nutrients and runoff decrease 
river water quality
● Agricultural runoff from farms and ranches
● Concentrated animal feeding operations in Idaho
● Animal manure
● Nitrogen and phosphorus pollution
● Weakening regulations
● Lack of Clean Water Act participation



Problem 2: Debris and waste dumped or 
washed into river make it dangerous to use
● Litter and junk found in river (slot machines, fishing line, tire, metal)
● Combined with high turbidity in many parts

○ 2015 USACE dredging project
○ Diving for removal

● Broken sewer lines and septic tanks
○ Leaching into groundwater

Dredge turbidity monitoring buoy



Problem 3: Dams along the river inhibit fish passage 
and habitat while providing hydroelectricity

● 4 USACE lower Snake River dams block natural salmon and steelhead 
migration

● Stagnant reservoirs, higher water temperatures
● ~1,000 MW average (3,000 MW maximum)
● Important irrigation source
● Orca dependence on salmon
● Increased spill
● Costs of replacement/removal



Goals and Recommendations of Snake River Watershed Action Plan

● Monitor nitrogen and phosphorus concentrations and work toward 85% of 
watershed has levels below maximums
○ Partner with farmers and business owners on proper practices

● Clean up and remove at least 70% debris from the watershed
○ Improve sediment control to reduce turbidity and help divers

● Retrofit, remove, or seal broken septic tanks and sewer lines
● Improve fish passage along the Snake River

○ Add fish ladders
○ Remove dams (replace with renewable energy)
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