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Safe Drinking Water Act
• 1974 Act
• Updates 1986, 1996
• Source Water Assessment and Protection Program (SWAPP)

– Previously, focus was on water treatment
– Move toward protecting the source watersheds
– More cost effective to alleviate threats than treat contamination

• Delaware’s Source Water Assessment Plan (SWAP)
– DNREC developed in consultation with EPA and 

CTAC, approved 1999





Queonemysing 1688 3 Lower Counties of Pennsylvania 1749

America’s Founding Watershed



Sole Source of Drinking Water for First State’s Largest City
Brandywine Plant (1929)



First State National Park
2014 AD



2/3 of Del. drinking water is 
from Brandywine Christina. 

2/3 of Del. surface water
supply is from Pa. 



1945:  Brandywine Valley 
Association, USA’s first small 
watershed organization.

2000: White Clay Creek National 
Wild and Scenic River, one of two in 
US designated on watershed basis.

2008: CBCWP completes $1 million 
EPA TWG, tops in US of  170 
watersheds.

2013: William Penn Foundation 
forms Brandywine Christina Cluster.











NCC, Wilmington, Newark Code 
and open space protects 54% of 
source watershed:
* Brandywine Cr. (46%)
* White/Red Clay (59%)
* Christina River (45%)



How to fund?

Stormwater Utilities



The EPA Region 3
Source Water Collaborative … Is Back!


	Brandywine Christina�Two States Joined by a Common Source Watershed ��April 15, 2021������EPA Region 3: Source Water Leadership Forum�
	Safe Drinking Water Act
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Sole Source of Drinking Water for First State’s Largest City�Brandywine Plant (1929)
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

