
SUPPLEMENTAL 
NUTRITION
ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM

FORMERLY THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM



1964- FOOD STAMP ACT

On Jan. 31, 1964, President Johnson  made the FSP program 
permanent 

https://www.govtr
ack.us/congress/bi
lls/103/hr529



FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ACT of 1977

BILL WORKED TO TIGHTEN CONTROLS ON THE SYSTEM

INCLUDED SUCH PROVISIONS AS:

- JOB SEARCH REQUIREMENT 
- RESTRICTIONS TO STUDENTS AND IMMIGRANTS 
- ESTABLISHED STATUTORY INCOME ELIGIBILITY AT 

POVERTY LEVEL
- ESTABLISHED THE RULE THAT STORES MUST SELL A 

CERTAIN AMOUNT OF STAPLE FOODS TO BE 
CONSIDERED, AND MORE



1993 Mickey Leland Childhood Hunger Relief Act 

Provided 2.8 billion in benefits from 1984-1988

https://www.govtrack.us/con
gress/bills/103/hr529



2008 Farm Bill 

Increased commitment to federal assistance programs by more than 

10 billion over the next ten years. 

- Expanded eligibility by indexing the asset limit with inflation

- provided $20 million in mandatory funding for a project known 
as the Healthy Incentives Pilot to test point-of-purchase 
incentives for healthful foods and authorized appropriations for 
other similar projects



2014 Agricultural Act



PROS AND CONS 

Lifted 5 million 
people out of 
poverty in 2014 

https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/pros-and-cons-of-restricting-snap-purchases/

https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/the-supplemental-nutrition-assistance-progra
m-snap

https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/pros-and-cons-of-restricting-snap-purchases/

