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What is Propaganda? 

The official definition of propaganda is information, especially of a biased or 
misleading nature, used to promote or publicize a particular political cause 
or point of view.

This isn’t to say that all propaganda is bad. Most of the time, in 
non-authoritarian countries, during wartime, propaganda is used to increase 
morale and involvement in one’s country.Furthermore, Propaganda has been 
used to increase sales of government bonds in the past.

However, a lot of the time, in authoritarian countries propaganda is used to 
incite feelings of hate towards other countries and even members of the 
home country itself as we have seen in the past.



“Good” Propaganda Examples

The most famous examples of “good” propaganda in the United States are 
Rosie the Riveter and Uncle Sam.

Rosie the Riveter became a prominent piece of propaganda in the United 
States during the second World War, used as a means to urge and 
encourage women in the workforce during the trying times of the war.

Uncle Sam was first used during the War of 1812 and became extremely 
prominent both during and following the second World War as well as the 
Vietnam War.



Examples of past “bad” or “harmful” propaganda

During and Post World War Two, propaganda became prominent in both the 
Soviet Union and Germany as a means of communicating with and 
controlling the views of their general population.



Examples of modern propaganda from the past few 
months
The war in Ukraine has brought about both good and harmful propaganda, 
Ukrainian propaganda being the good, morale boosting, type, and the 
Russian propaganda tending to slander the Ukrainian people and promote 
false ideologies and lies.
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