


Campaign Finance: Past




Citizens United v Federal
Election Commission




Implications of Citizens United

= Those with the most money have the loudest voices
«  The creation of super PACs and “Dark Money
Groups”
- Campaign spending by corporations and other
outside groups increased by nearly 900% between
2008 and 2016

PAC contributions by sector, 2021 - 2022
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https://campaignlegal.org/sites/default/files/2019-01/Statement%20of%20Adav%20Noti%20--%20House%20Judiciary%20%2801-29-2019%29.pdf

Shady Sources of Financing

= Political Action Committees (PACs)
= Limitations on about of contributions
by individuals
Cannot accept funds from unions or
corporate treasuries - must disclose
contributors
No limit on aggregate amount of
contributions to campaigns
= Must register with the FEC
= Super PACs
= Like regular PACs, but it may accept
unlimited contributions from any
non-foreign source, including unions
or corporate treasuries
- “Dark Money Groups”
= 501(c)(4) and (c)(6) organizations




Outside Spending by Cycle, Excluding Party Committees
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Political Nonprofits Spending, by Type of Group
Totals only include political spending from nonprofit treasuries that is reported to the FEC
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What’s Next?




Thanks!

Any questions?
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