
Declining 
Biodiversity

April Anthony 



April Anthony

 Introduction

Wildlife Conservation Major
Public Policy Minor

Sophomore 

Leesburg Virginia 

World Scholar, Extern for National Geographic 
and The Nature Conservancy, Blue Hen 
Ambassador, Sigma Alpha



Agenda

✔   Loss of 
Biodiversity 

✔  Current Policy 
✔   Limitations
✔   Proposal
✔   Conclusion



Of Wetlands lost in 
the United States 

50%

110 Million Acres

Endangered and 
threatened species in 

the United States

1,300

Many of these species are 
endangered due to habitat loss, 

climate change and invasive 
species

2.6 
Million

In North America in one 
year

Acres of 
Grasslands lost



“our current trajectory of habitat loss 
and climate change, scientists project 
that nearly 40% of all species will face 
extinction by the end of this century.”

~ National Caucus of 
Environmental Legislators 



● America the Beautiful Initiative 
○ Biden Administration pledged 1 billion 

● Nature Based solutions roadmap
● Administration has promised to:

○ Incorporating Nature into National Economic 
Statistics and Accounts to Support 
Decision-making:

○ Recognizing and Including Indigenous 
Knowledge

○ Pledging $600 Million to Combat Global 
Environmental Threats

What is being done?





●  40% of animals, 34% of plants and 40% of 
ecosystems nationwide are at risk

● Only 12% of U.S. lands are currently 
protected

● 3 billion birds lost
● freshwater species such as mollusks, 

crayfish and amphibians are the most 
threatened groups because of water 
pollution and dams

● 37% of U.S. bee species facing extinction

Is this enough?



●  Counterproductive policies
○ Willow project

● Local led
○ Education
○ Scaling 
○ Cooperation 

Limitations:



●  State coalitions and more Federal 
involvement 
○ Need to meet measurable goals 
○ Stronger restrictions on developing 

land
○ Implementing land retirement and 

agroforestry 
○ Rewilding

■ Create species corridors 
■ Restore native flora and fauna 

Proposal:



In Conclusion…
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