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Getting to know Mary Jane 
Street Names 
-marijuana
- Cannabis  
- Mary Jane 
- Devils Lettuce
- Grass
- Pot
- Weed
- ganja 
- Reefer 

Scheduled I Drugs Schedules II drugs 
- Cannabis 
- Heroin 
- Bath Salts 
- Methaqualone (quaaludes)
- Fentanyl 

- Codeine
- Methamphetamine

(crystal Meth)
- Methylbenzoylecgonine

(crack Cocaine) 

DEA federal Classification

Medical 38 states          
Recreational 22 States



Propagandher, I hardly Know Her!!
Marijuana has a long history of being demonized by the media. In the early 1900s there was a lot of 
propaganda and false information spread about the drug to create political mobilization to criminalize. 
This lead to the Marijuana Tax Act, In 1937, this was the first policy passed by congress effectively 
criminalizing marijuana.



Refers Stand Against The Racist War on Drugs 
The racial and political climate around cannabis 
Began with one man Harry J. Anslinger,  
● first commissioner of the Federal Bureau of 

Narcotics. 
● the Early 1900s campaigning against 

cannabis.
● perpetuating racial bias,

○ “marijuana” in place of “cannabis” 
○  jazz music

● This campaign directly resulted in the 
Marihuana Tax Act of 1937,

 

Harry J. Anslinger

https://www.cbp.gov/about/history/did-you-know/marijuana#:~:text=His%20campaign%20against%20Cannabis%20led,an%20annual%20tax%20of%20%2424.


Refers Stand Against The Racist War on Drugs  Pt.2 

NIXON’S War on Drugs 
● Hippies and Civil Rights

● John Ehrlichman, Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Affairs under President Richard Nixon,
○ admitted that the war on drugs began as a war 

against anti-war advocates and Black people.

● During his presidency Congress passed the Controlled 
Substances Act following Leary v. United States 
(1969), this placed cannabis under Schedule 1 
outlawing all uses under federal law.



Refers Stand Against The Racist War on Drugs Pt.3 
Let The Facts Speak 

Black people are significantly disproportionately affected because of these laws. 

● usage rates are lower in black communities (45.3%)  compared to white (53.6%) 

● Black people are 4X more likely to be arrested for cannabis.

●  2018, 89% of offenders who were federally sentenced on cannabis charges were people of color, 

● 43% of all black drug arrests made were due to cannabis charges.

● many Black Americans still hold life sentences. Meanwhile the legal pot industry is run primarily by white 
men and  is projected to bring in billions in 2024.

https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/research-and-publications/annual-reports-and-sourcebooks/2018/TableD2.pdf
https://www.businessinsider.com/cannabis-industry-diversity-executives-are-white-male-insider-inequity-analysis-shows-2021-6
https://www.businessinsider.com/cannabis-industry-diversity-executives-are-white-male-insider-inequity-analysis-shows-2021-6


- Marijuana was Criminalized out of concern for 
public safety 

- There are No benefits of smoking weed

- Legalizing weed will harm kids 

- Overdose and Addiction 

● Racial tensions and political agendas were the primary driving 
forces behind criminalization and  the stigma on marijuana

● You can’t spell healthcare without “THC.”
- Medical benefits: epilepsy, CHemotherapy side effects, 

anxiety, HIV/AIDS, IBS/IBD, Insomnia , PTSD

● Tell a kid no, see what happens 
- Improves safe access 
- Stop sketchy drug  deals  and laced product 



Legalization Sparked… Let's Keep it Rollin’      Medical - 38 states         Recreational - 22 States 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
California  Alaska    Main Colorado Montana    Rhode Island 

Oregon Hawaii Vermont
Washington Nevada

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
New Mexico Michigan Arizona Delaware Connecticut New Hampshire Maryland Arkansas

New Jersey Massachusetts Illinois Minnesota Florida
DC New York Alaska ND

Colorado Oregon Ohio
Washington DC PA

California
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Main
Iowa Missouri Illinois Vermont Virginia missouri Kentucky MA
West Virginia oklahoma South Dakota Alabama Rhode Island Delaware *Vermont*

Utah Arizona New mexico Maryland   Nevada
Michigan New Jersey New York

Virginia Connecticut



She’s a high class tax
Over 300 economists signed a petition The Budgetary Implications of Marijuana Prohibition (july 2011)

● This urged Congress and state legislature to Seriously consider marijuana legalization 
● Report  predicts that legalizing marijuana would 

○ save $7.7 billion per year in government expenditure on enforcement
○ generate $2.4 billion annually if taxed like most consumer goods, or $6 billion per year if taxed similarly 

to alcohol and tobacco.
● Signed by University of Delaware's Very Own Burton Abrams 

2022

● legalization states generated Nearly $4 billion in cannabis tax revenue 
● states have reported a combined total of more than $15 billion in tax revenue 

Lets Grow Our Economy



Delaware Is the Most Recent State to Puff Puff Pass That Bill !!!

Passed in April 

Delaware is the 22nd state to legalize recreational marijuana 

more than two-thirds of the General Assembly

Legalized Personal possession for adults, up to one ounce of 
marijuana
For private use 
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