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1. Introductions



2. DWRC Special Report from DC













The University of Delaware is fortuitously situated on campuses 
ideally suited by hydrology and geography to study water resources.
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The Delmarva GIS Conference
Andrew Homsey and Nicole Minni
The 2022 Delmarva GIS conference was held at the Hyatt Place in Dewey Beach, Delaware, on May 12th and 

13th. Coming off over two years of COVID shutdowns, it was refreshing to convene in person, especially at a 

beautiful venue overlooking scenic Rehoboth Bay. More than 175 professionals, academics, and students from 

the region, united by their interest in geospatial science and application came together to enjoy this two-day 

event.

Nicole Minni (center) prepares for DEGIS 2022 with Miriam Pomilio (L) and Laurel Sullivan (R).

Highlights from the first day included popular workshops, where participants learned about field mapping 

techniques, open-source GIS options, database processing with GIS, and promoting GIS programs within 

organizations. The second day of the conference saw many presentations, posters, and lightning talks, highlighted 

by a plenary featuring John Nelson of Esri, the global leader in GIS, and a lunchtime presentation on the history of 

GIS and the WRC’s role in it by UDWRC director Dr. Jerry Kauffman.









NIWR



Strengthen research of universities.

Shortage of qualified personnel

1963



JFK signs 1961 DRBC Compact

LBJ signs 1964 Water Resources Research Act
Ronald Reagan signs 1984 WRRA Amendments



The University of Delaware Water Resources Center, est. on campus in 1965 at the 8th 
oldest institution of higher learning in the nation (est. 1743), is a research center in 
the IPA within the Joseph R. Biden School of Public Policy & Administration.





Water resources research and technology institute



USGS says…we passed!















4. DOI/USGS WRRA FY24 Budget Request











DWRC Water Resources Research and Education Priorities

• Water quality (nutrients, pathogens, public health), harmful 
algal blooms, PFOA contamination

• Storm water runoff (management and control)
• Water supply, demand, and conservation 

(infrastructure/technology)
• Water policy (governance and economics)
• Climate change, sea level rise, riverine/coastal flooding
• Groundwater (remediation and treatment)
• Watershed management
• Wetlands (protection and restoration)
• Wastewater management (treatment and reuse)
• Water, food, and energy nexus



7. Fluctuating Federal/State Fiscal Landscape in Water





3. 2023-2024 DWRC Undergraduate and Graduate Research Interns 





5. 2024-2025 DWRC Undergraduate and Graduate Research Proposals 



6. 2024 DWRC Advisory Panel
Ms. Stefanie Baxter
Associate Scientist
Delaware Geological Survey
University of Delaware

Ms. Shane Morgan
Management Plan Coordinator
White Clay Creek Wild and 
Scenic River Program

Mr. John Harrod
Engagement Director
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Dr. Asia Dowtin
Assistant Professor
Department of Forestry
Michigan State University

Dr. Mi-Ling Li
Assistant Professor
School of Marine Science & 
Policy
University of Delaware

Mr. Kash Srinivasan
Principal
KS Group, LLC

Dr. Dewayne Fox
Professor
College of Agriculture and Related Sciences
Delaware State University

Ms. Chris Oh
Water Division Director
Department of Public Works
City of Wilmington

Ms. Kristen Travers
Director of Conservation
Delaware Nature Society

Mr. Christian Hauser
Associate Director
Delaware Sea Grant Program
University of Delaware

Ms. Betzaida (Betzy) Reyes
Physical Scientist
U.S. Geological Survey

Dr. Carolyn Voter
Assistant Professor
Civil and Environmental Engineering
University of Delaware

Ms. Stacy McNatt
Chief of Construction Support
Department of Special Services
New Castle County

Mr. Ethan Robinson
Deputy Director
Department of Public Works & 
Water Resources
City of Newark

Mr. Steve Williams 
Environmental Program Administrator
Division of Watershed Stewardship
Delaware DNREC





Come to Bratfest!



University of Delaware Excellence in
Water Resources Scholarship Medal (2024)



Future University of Delaware Water Resources Center Building



8. Luncheon
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