
Light Pollution



What do you notice about these pictures?





Defining the Problem

Common issues:

• Loss of Biodiversity (Sea Turtles, Migrating birds)

• Health Risks in Humans (Sleep disorders, stress, cancer)

• Equity issues (Environmental Racism)

• Waste of Energy ($3 billion every year)



Brief History

1882- Edison helped 
to create an electricity 
system for the city of 

Manhattan.

1925- Half of all homes in 
the US had access to 

electric power.

1958- Flagstaff, AZ 
published ordinance 440 

regarding searchlights

~1970- LP was first fully 
recognized by US 

astronomers.

1986- AZ published a law 
making #440 statewide 

and expanding on it.

2000- The Natural 
Sounds & Night Skies 

Division was founded to 
protect and restore dark 

sky environments 
throughout the US 

National Parks.



Laws & Regulations



Major Actors (Official & Unofficial)



UD & DE's 
Light Problem



Policy Options for Delaware



What Can You Do?



Citations/References

• NatGeo

• Light Pollution Map

• Science Direct.

• National Conference of State Legislatures 

• FY25 NPS

• www.nhm.ac.uk.

• DOE

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/light-pollution/
https://www.lightpollutionmap.info/
https://www.lightpollutionmap.info/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0013935120308549
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0013935120308549
https://www.ncsl.org/environment-and-natural-resources/states-shut-out-light-pollution
https://www.ncsl.org/environment-and-natural-resources/states-shut-out-light-pollution
https://www.doi.gov/media/document/fy-2025-national-park-service-greenbook-0
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/news/2023/january/increasing-light-pollution-drowning-out-stars.html
https://www.energy.gov/eere/ssl/program-impact-tm-37
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