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https://www.nps.gov/subjects/rivers/nationwide-rivers-inventory.htm







Native lands in Delaware (Native Land Digital 2021)

Lenapewihittuck



Indigenous Waters 

• Lenapewihittuck: The Delaware River
• Queonemysing: “place where there are long fish,” was a seasonal fishing 

village.
• In 1778, the Lenape (the Delaware) was the first nation to sign a treaty with 

the new Continental Congress.
• Suspecough: “at the muddy pond”. Wawaset: "near the winding bend“.
• Fiskiekjilenin: “fishkill.”
• Brannvin: A potato or barley liquor after the Old Barley Mill built by a 17th

century Swedish surgeon near present day Market Street in Wilmington.
• White Clay Creek – Swapecksiska: The name comes from the 

indigenous Lenape name Swapecksiska which the Dutch later adapted to 
Hwitlerskil (Dunlap 1956).

• Red Clay Creek - Hwiskakimensi Sippus: Lidestrom’s Map (1654-1655) 
as Hwiskakimensi Sippus, a Lenape name meaning “young tree stream.”



Upper Delaware =73.4 miles

Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area=40
miles

Lower Delaware
River
= 67.3 miles

Musconetcong River = 28.5 miles

Great Egg Harbor River = 129 miles

Maurice River = 35.4 Miles

White Clay Creek
= 200 miles



White Clay Creek Wild & Scenic
* Bi-state partnership
* Only W&S river on a watershed basis
* Designated areas (250’ from bank)



Methodology

Eligibility and Suitability
evaluations for NRI 
listings

- Analyze and record 
ORVs

- Identify local partners 

Make recommendations

Prepare report for NPS

➔ 43 streams
➔ 393 river miles
➔ 1,650 square miles of 

watershed home to ¾ of 
Delaware’s residents 



Methodology

Eligibility and Suitability
evaluations for NRI 
listings

- Analyze and record 
ORVs

- Identify local partners 

Make recommendations

Prepare report for NPS

➔ No shortage of ORVs or local 
organizations for potential 
partnership



Methodology

Eligibility and Suitability
evaluations for NRI 
listings

- Analyze and record 
ORVs

- Identify local partners 

Make recommendations

Prepare report for NPS

Option 2 | Study a Watershed System

Conduct a reconnaissance study of the 
Brandywine River and Red Clay Creek
collectively for Wild and Scenic River 
eligibility



Methodology in the Red Clay 
& Brandywine

Eligibility and Suitability
evaluations for NRI 
listings

- Analyze and record 
ORVs

- Identify local partners 

Make recommendations

Prepare report for NPS
University of Delaware Water Resources 
Center has authored new chapters for 
the report studying Brandywine River 
and Red Clay Creek in depth



Methodology

View the report here

https://www.wrc.udel.edu/reconnaissance-study-of-potentially-eligible-national-wild-scenic-rivers-in-delaware/


UD looked at watersheds w/:
41 NRIs + 2 = 43
393 river miles
1,650 sq mi
755,000 pop.

Delaware 
Bayshore

Upper 
Nanticoke

Piedmont/
Brandywine-

Christina

Delaware 
Bayshore

Upper 
Nanticoke



Delaware 
Bayshore System
• Blackbird Creek
• Delaware Bay
• Smyrna River
• Leipsic River
• Little Creek
• St. Jones River
• Murderkill River
• Mispillion River
• Cedar Creek
• Broadkill River

Upper Nanticoke 
System

• Gum Branch
• Gravelley Branch
• Deep Creek
• Broad Creek
• Nanticoke River

Brandywine-Christina 
System (Piedmont)

• Brandywine Creek
• Red Clay Creek
• Christina River
• (White Clay Creek)









Recommend Brandywine River and Red Clay 
Creek in Delaware for further study of potential 
wild and scenic river eligibility.



Red Clay 
and 
Brandywine 



Queonemysing

T. Furlong



Eligibility

• Outstandingly 
Remarkable Values 
(ORVs)
• Underground 

Railroad
• Brandywine 

Battlefield
• Red Clay Creek 

Scenic Byway
• Washington-

Rochambeau 
National Historic 
Trail

• Industrial heritage 
(du Pont mills)

• Immigration history



• Open and 
protected 
spaces
• Fee owned
• Eased Lands

• Freshwater 
tidal wetlands



Partnership Model
• Brandywine Red Clay Alliance
• Brandywine Conservancy
• Delaware Nature Society
• The Nature Conservancy
• Coalition for the Delaware River Watershed

• Christina Basin Clean Water Partnership
• Other partners (partial potential list)

• Civic League for New Castle County (DE)
• Christina Watersheds Municipal Partnership (PA)
• Wilmington & Western Railroad
• Historic Brandywine Village
• Many locally-based foundations



Suitability:
Public/Private Partnerships

• Mt. Cuba Center
• Ashland Nature Center
• Longwood Gardens
• Hagley Museum
• Winterthur Museum, Gardens, and Library
• First State National Park (NPS)
• Brandywine Battlefield Park 



Governmental Jurisdictions

• Intergovernmental and 
interstate coordination 
and cooperation
• New Castle County, DE
• City of Wilmington, DE
• Chester/Delaware 

County PA
• PA Townships and 

Boroughs
• Strong political support
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